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Jonah Bonn sings with his mother Sheryl Bonn. 

Parish promotes intimate faith life, service, 10YTU1 Vlbuuui 
By Ed Langlois 
OF THE SENTINEL 

Before Wednesday morn-
ing Mass at St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary Parish, worshipers 
banter in a lively way. They 
tease and engage in a mod-
icum of political debate. 

Then all falls silent and 
prayer begins. There are pe-
titions for an end to war, for 
the health of loved ones and 
for lonely people. 

"We do a lot of giggling and 
joke-telling, but this is a very 
spiritual time for us," says 
Kathleen Karney. 

After Mass, Karney and 
the 15 other worshipers gather 
at a round table for coffee and 
snacks. The fare includes 
cheese and olives on tooth-
picks. Some days are fancier. 

Nestled in the hills of 
Southwest Portland, the small 
Catholic community tries to 
live out the Gospel with com-
passion, generosity and joie 

glois 
	de vivre. 

Whether celebrating Mass, 
visiting hospital patients, 
bringing meals to a homeless 
shelter or discussing theology 
on a summer's eve on the 
church lawn, members of St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary Parish 
seem to carry things off with 
grace and panache. 

Take this year's Easter 
Vigil for example. St. Elizabeth 
is one of few parishes that still 
has a bell in a tower. On that 
holy night, the bells rang out 
long and loud at about 9p.m. 

"Everyone knew the Lord 
was risen," says Paulist Fa-
ther James Kolb, the gregari-
ous pastor who worked con-
struction before attending 
seminary. 

After the Mass and bap-
tisms, worshipers sat down to 
a sumptuous late-night 
potluck feast, complete with 
candles and cloth napkins. 

"There is a good feel and a 
sense of celebration and it is 
occasionally done with flair," 
says Karl Smith, a retired fi- 

nancial firm manager and a 
parishioner for the past dec-
ade. "The Catholic Church is 
going through a mess, but the 
faith of people at St. Eliza-
beth's has not been shaken. In 
fact, it's maybe even stronger. 
They really believe at St. Eliz-
abeth that we are the church, 
and the church is not a build-
ing, that the people are the 
faith, and we have each other." 

Smith and his wife Peggy, 
who came from a small parish 
in upstate New York, cherish 
St. Elizabeth because of its 
Gospel ethic of service. 

"It's a wonderful bond with 
the outside world," says Peggy, 
who brings the Eucharist to 
patients at Oregon Health and 
Science University. "It's a mis-
sion people take seriously and 
it's a beautiful privilege to be 
able to do that." 

No one seems surprised 
that more young people are 
joining. "My hopes are being 
lived out; I see more and more 
younger people coming to  

church here and I see a high 
degree of participation," says 
Father Kolb, who served for 
decades in Alaska. In some 
ways, he resembles a polar 
bear. Ironically, the size of the 
community —270 households 
- is one of its main draws. 

"In a small parish you have 
a chance to know more people 
on a more intimate basis," 
says Corky Fleck, a retired ac-
countant and a parishioner for 
six years. "It's more by 
choice." 

Each week, newcomers 
and visitors are recognized 
and asked to stand up. The 
congregation applauds. 

Gale Rankin, the 85-year-
old parish matriarch, is 
thrilled at the trend toward 
more young families. 

"I'd like to see our parish 
continue to grow as it is," she 
explains. 

The former director of 
nursing at Multnomah Hospi-
tal and Oregon Health and Sci-
ence University lauds Father 

Kolb for many things, one of 
which are the penances he 
prescribes after confession. 

"He tells us to go do some-
thing good," Rankin says. 

Father Kolb, who founded 
the University of Alaska New-
man Center in Fairbanks and 
served there for 20 years, gets 
into the spirit. 

The priest is well known 
for presiding at Mass with 
sneakers that have shoelaces 
matching the day's liturgical 
colors. 

On the feast of St. Nicholas, 
he dons a miter and carries a 
crooked stick he found in the 
Alaskan woods. He even lets 
loose with a Germanic accent 
and hands out candy- to 
everyone who attends an 
evening vespers service. 
There is a big dinner after that 
one, too. 

Recently, one parishioner 
bought him a shirt advertis-
ing a coffee house. It had a 
photo of angels adoring the 
"Supreme Bean." 

"I think Jesus has a good 
sense of humor," says the 
priest. "Anyone who thinks 
God doesn't have a sense of 
humor isn't looking in the 
mirror in the morning." 

Unlike any other parish, 
St. Elizabeth was founded to 
serve hospitals. 

Father Kolb is chaplain at 
Oregon Health and Science 
University Hospital and Do-
ernbecher Children's Hospi-
tal. Lay volunteers bring the 
Eucharist to patients. 

"You meet some very in-
teresting people, and most of 
them are so appreciative of 
having us come," says Betty 
Corbett, 78. She and husband 
Joe ministered together at 
OHSU for 15 years until Joe 
died in January. She has kept 
up the ministry alone, spend-
ing two to three hours per-
week visiting hospital rooms. 

Most of the time, she sim-
ply prays and brings the Eu- 
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Poster sought young Catholics with spiritual curiosity. 

A major church study of time when most people con-
youths two years ago found sider priesthood or religious 
that junior-high years are the life. 	 + 

St. Mary of the Valley photo 

Kimberly Carbonari, Anna Wandell and Madison 
Parsons were winners in the Fair Housing Council of 
Oregon 2004 poster contest. 

STUDENTS MAKE POSTERS FOR FAIR HOUSING . Three 
St. Mary of the Valley students won honors in the annual 
Fair Housing Council of Oregon's annual poster contest. 

Sixth-grader Kimberly Carbonari won second prize in 
the grades 6-8 division. Third-grader Anna Wandell won 
second prize in the grades 1-3 category. Third-grader Madi-
son Parsons won third prize in that category. All three stu-
dents live in Beaverton. 

The awards were presented by Bob Repine, the director 
of Oregon Housing and Community Services, during a 
Community Forum on Housing Discrimination. Kimberly 
Carbonari and Anna Wandell each received a check for $50. 
Madison Parsons received a Fair Housing T-shirt. 

Valley Catholic High School photo 

Hye-Jun Yoon, Christina Adler and Saumya Kini were 
winners in the 16th annual Japanese Speech Contest, 
held at Portland's World Trade Center. 

VALLEY CATHOLIC STUDENTS SHOW PROFICIENCY IN 
JAPANESE . . Three students earned honors at the 16th 
annual Japanese Speech Contest, which was held at the 
World Trade Center in Portland. 

The event, which was sponsored by the Consulate Gen-
eral of Japan, was open to students who are studying 
Japanese at an Oregon, Southern Idaho or Southwest 
Washington high school, middle school, immersion pro-
gram or satellite program at the high-school or middle-
school level. 

In all, five Valley Catholic students took part in the com-
petition. In division one, eighth-grader Saumya Kini of 
Aloha won first place in the Japanese 1 class. In division 
two, junior Hye-Jun Yoon of Beaverton won first place in 
Japanese 2 class. Senior Christina Adler of Tigard took 
fourth place in Japanese 2. Their teacher is Yoko Miwa- 
Cook. 	 + 

seemed impressed, apt to em-
brace Herman's ideas. 

"Junior high kids have a 
gamut of things they are go-
ing through," says Dayle 
Harmon, youth minister at 
Our Lady of the Valley Parish 
in La Grande and a retreat or- 
ganizer. 	- 

"I think some of the kids 
now know so much more 
than they should. What we 
really wanted them to come 
away with was the fact that we 
are God's creation; we are 

charist, listening to patients 
if they wish to discuss their 
illness, family or their feelings 
about God. 

Seeing her work as "a lit-
tle kind of evangelization," 
Corbett plans to keep it up as 
long she can move. 

She is fond of St. Elizabeth, 
which she calls "fantastic" 
and "charming," in part be-
cause of its small size and in-
timacy. She recalls with grat-
itude the support she received 
when Joe died. 

Shirley Randles, 80, also 
subsists in part on parish life 
and hospital visitation. 

Of the parish she has be-
longed to for 30 years, she 
says, "The openness of it and 
the conviviality and the 
friendliness seem to exemplify 
what Jesus is asking us to do 
- Love one another and help 
each other out" Each Monday, 
she spends about five hours at 
OHSU, which serves some of 
the poorest people in Oregon. 
She gives patients the choice 
of Communion, prayer books, 
conversation or all of the 
above. 

"Whether I like it or not, I 
am to many patients the pre-
sentation and the voice and 
the picture of the Catholic 
faith," she says. 

The ministry can be drain-
ing. For Randles, seeing 
young people suffer with can-
cer is especially tough. 

"Many times, people ask 
'Why did God do this to me?" 

"In those years, they are 
really discerning where they 
are in their spirituality," Wa-
vers says. 

"If you don't recognize the 
youth early on in the church 
and they don't have a faith 
identity then, chances are they 
won't later on, in high school 
and when they leave home." 

Wavers says parishes 
ought to provide junior-high 
students a time to come to-
gether and get introduced to 
issues that pertain to them. 

she says. "It is unexplainable 
isn't it?" Randles says that her 
faith is strengthened by the 
ministry nonetheless. 

"It makes me grateful for 
my health," she says. 

Barbara Glidewell, OHSU 
ombudsman, calls it "a remark-
able gift" to be so close to St. 
Elizabeth. 

"We find that to be an ex-
ceptional opportunity for our 
Catholic patients," Glidewell 
reports. "We get great service 
from Father Kolb and the lay 
ministers. It feels warm. It feels 
supportive. In these times of 
scarce resources, that is very 
excellent." 

For the past year, the parish 
has been celebrating its 50th 
anniversary. It has been party 
after liturgy after potluck. 

"If you're having a good 
party, why stop?" Father Kolb 
says. 

There is a 1960s home 
movie showing parishioners 
sprucing up the church 
grounds. In the film, men and 
women rake, mow and prune. 

Then onto the screen 
comes a dog carrying a six-
pack of beer in its mouth, tak-
ing the refreshments to the la-
borers. 

That kind of can-do atti-
tude, with a twist, has char-
acterized St. Elizabeth of Hun-
gary from the start. It was the 
influence of the founder, a 6- 
foot, 4-inch, Army Air Corps 
chaplain who once leapt into 
the cockpit of a crashed and 

burning fighter plane to save 
the pilot's life. 

Father Alfred Williams, af-
ter his military service ended 
in 1953, was named chaplain 
of St. Vincent Hospital as well 
as the Veterans Administra-
tion Hospital. 

He saw need for a parish to 
serve the medical institu-
tions, including nurses, 
physicians and other staff. 

The intrepid priest raised 
the money himself, getting do-
nations nationwide and se-
curing a GI loan for the rec-
tory. 

He asked parish women to 
make dinners for medical 
staff, affairs that sometimes 
drew as many as 100 people. 
Parishioners who lived 
nearby could often see him 
praying in the rectory's 
chapel. 

Father Williams led the 
parish for about 25 years, mak- 

ing it a spiritual refuge and a 
place where medical ethics 
could be discussed. He ap-
peared on radio and televi-
sion, discussing Catholic 
moral views. 

For decades, Holy Cross 
priests served the parish. Fa-
ther Kolb arrived in 2001. 

The current pastor hopes 
to continue expanding the 
bounds of spirituality until it 
includes all of daily life. 

He would like to forge 
stronger bonds with inner-city 
Catholic parishes, Protestant 
churches and nearby syna-
gogues. 

The hospital ministry on 
which the parish was founded 
will abide. 

"Our ideal is to have peo-
ple growing in faith and grow-
ing in community," Father 
Kolb concludes. "We're a 
small parish with a vision." 

Do you have a special event coming up? 

Call Michele to get the word out in the 

HERE'S WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 

SECTION! 
(503) 281-1191 x5351 

St. Elizabeth 	 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 
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Tim McCarthy directs the choir. 
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Bonn listens during Mass. 
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Fr. James Kolb presides at daily Mass with members of St Elizabeth of Hungary Parish in Southwest Portland Parishic 

Parish prom 
By Ed Langlois Whei 
OF THE SENTINEL visiting 

bringin 
Before Wednesday morn- shelter 

ing Mass at St. Elizabeth of on a si 
Hungary Parish, worshipers church 
banter in a lively way. They Elizabei 
tease and engage in a mod- seem to 
icum of political debate, grace at 

Then all falls silent and Take 
prayer begins. There are pe- Vigil for 
titions for an end to war, for is one of 
the health of loved ones and has a bE 
for lonely people. holy nii 

"We do a lot of giggling and long an 
joke-telling, but this is a very "Eve 
spiritual time for us," says was ris 
Kathleen Karney ther Jai 

After Mass, Karney and ous pas 
the 15 other worshipers gather structic 
at a round table for coffee and sernina 
snacks. The fare includes Afte 
cheese and olives on tooth- tisms, 
picks. Some days are fancier, a 	sur 

Nestled in the hills of potluck 
Southwest Portland, the small candles 
Catholic community tries to "Thc 
live out the Gospel with corn- sense 01 
passion, generosity and joie occasiol 
de vivre. says Ka Sentinel photo by Ed Langlois 

Fr. Kolb thanks John Hudson with a clock for helping daily Masses start on time. 

Jeremy Wood shakes hands with Mary Ellen Landry. Jim and Cathy Wood look on. 	Parish hospital minister Betty Corbeti 



A statue of Mary stands beside the church. Delaney Bonn listens during Mass. 
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Jeremy Wood and Jonah Bonn receive first Communion from Fr. Kolb. 

Turn  McCarthy directs the choir. 
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