
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Thanks for Lasting Joy

who pours out every blesstng.
as we prepare lo remmotr
the @mlng of}trr Son,
help us to w the diffse@
betwem what ve thhk we ne€d

Olrc $ lnslgh io rcognrze ydr
lfl the pedlle erdund us,
the plas wh@ Wu\€ put us,
the ta8k ihat we mGi do,

not the perlect prest,

clft

Sunda, December 1t 2010
Tension or Joy?

Todayi R€adii$: Iraiah 710-14: Romars ll-7i Ma.rhca
lrls-24. l+tr, Pl!.e, ?ati.noe, Nw joy. Ir may sNid odd
in . Rerk Nrnwin! wirh p.rpaErioo shoppii8, cooking.
dc.ohring, runnidg dcn&, Wcd1lilx ilt s ot jati| .
rpring m@ csilt to nid- But hidden ir lhe rudings, like
lupris6 bercaft &e kec, aE c.u$ irr cclebiadm.

(tud l$ly urdd.on& huEnd bsii8! whci, in thc fidt
Reading, hc rdls Ahaz b ask fd a .bd. Sde of $ oE-
sioidly think in Gms otnogi.: Iflhc phoic nn$ rthr
,d, I'll tnow I shdtd kkc rhc joh. ll drc car brcsks d@r
hcnj, I .houldnt ardrd !r tucrint. r thc eifr is pFcisoly
fts nshr cols, I should buy it, God. sho odc ou human
n1nd., rods &at prcp€ln.t

Fubsm@, cod k llepr€d to strd a $a$q ing $9tr,
fd n@ 6M Aha es drtmql. As $r{Nre cmmscec

hN roinr.d d, what An0, really n@dcd, wirh his kitr3-
d,D heing inraded, qs m amy. lnd$d, he jor rbs ptom'
ie of a baby A baB ms he al.o romd unhclplul ro
.twpll Uinrded, d bawh.mpsioi dd rilid codq
ol honq, he creard i compronisc, a quier dilme. Then
6od's diiccr ii@mdr]on rhNs him a terrd *dy.

Ws, Loo, $idk wc lrid {tur 6iigs w need no$
lkelt llits6 tr cdt ?ford, A babr cminp jmo our livd
cdn &en likc d ftdhclning bnden, a ruponslbiliry *
cat hm{Ic. Yd rhis child *ill sw us all. cod DN chdcklc
s hc $rFiss N viln somdlrinA sm@N, innnndy bctd
tan ,lEt w otrrision. If God is Mrh trs, indocd, kkin8 otr
hMao neih, rhe lDy oBhira anyrhing ele w o0ld po*



Monda, Dec€mber 20
God's SurDrises
Today\ 6spd:* fte rone for dle Gr ot lhc wcck. Ar w
p€Dm r0 conncnora@ Chrisl bn$, w hea rhe wrds ot
rhc a4cr, aniouncinS rh4 Maq vill br rhc morhtr of lh.
Sotr oi rlE Mos Hth r rhar F-lizaherh, Mdys bafti,
clddly .dsin, is also plc3nmr. To bc d bden mnqn rs a
dne faE n thk dne Y.r Cod .uns Etizabcrh's dalcdy ro
fsduq p(Eisins hd r &dt *n in hd old ugu ltemcnbcr
a drMppo,nbc you havc cxpc.icn cd. HN did fic p*
sa3€ of timc e Godt rnce chaoge ir? Thcn iftaline youF
sclf gaisin8 6od, s Elirrbcth doca in Luke 125. foday's
Readidgs: Isien 710 14; Lukc l:26-33.

Tu€sday, D€cember 21
Saint Peter Canisius
oic or rhe fr!€t JcsiE, Pcrr Cmisius (1521-1597), was a
8rc.r rcichei pE.choi add diplonat, uorkin8 natniy in
G.many to dolend end reach rh. Carhotic Lirh duins $c
Ploreshd Rcfdn.rion. Ho fdundcd num@s colles add
lrivsriri4. Jn $e nds oI vjolsnL cdi(dcay, hc rtmsiftd
posNo aid lcncrous rNsd opponctu. rtrd n..aiircd
rhe pdM or ltiibd nsdia dd endouraSed hmk Nhlicarim.
$ill a trw rcchnolqy. To hontr hid, iead an dnicle itr a
Cdnolic ftagazine or a boot abour ou. lairh rhis no h.
Todayt R.adings: Sd! of Sds6 2i3-r.l! Lnkc l:39-.15,

WedneEday, December 22
Jess€ Tr€e
As Ch!i$m.s apploehs, c@c a J$s rru lim a bee de
b€ich, a o*on nam.n td KinB Davii|\ rarher ,c$c. Rqd
kaian lll; a shoot ,iU spmur Im I6e and lom a rall !r€
ol atrcesds rha ends snh Je$s. Mdkin8 rhb r€ vi help
ybtr l@n .bour inporont old Tc{lnc flguEg

Anchor .hc hmch h rocLs in a legc tin cai. Then cd
ou! lcu dr papfl symbok rcprcscmins tne ancedos. and
hrne rhcm oi ft 6runch{irhyarnor edrs, rcadins rhe

cdGpondinA rmprure pqsa8c. Try emc ot rhc possibili-
ticd lhkd todly ,nd tmmN: s BitrbN for Nosh (Oenesis
9r l-17). a @e for Abrah.n (cededs 131), I re te Seah
(Genesis 13:9-1,1), rladdd I0r r{.ob (Ccicsis ?3:10-U).
Todry\ Roadin$: I Smucl 1,24-23!Luko l:46 56

Thursday, December 23
More Jesse Tree Symbols
coniinue .o add .hcsc lyhboh h your Je$ treer a sh.p-
htrdb csok for Rehcl (Gercstu 29:9-12), a .aldful cMr ls
I06eI'h {Ocndid 3?:3), a rambourine tu Miriin (tixodus
15:20-21). a lamp for sanucl (l samucl 3]1-3), a shcal or
shc{r for Ru|n (Ruln Zl 9), a het for Dadd 1l Smuel
1617-13). a dore fd Elizabdh (Lukc 139 45), an anlet
fs Maly (hle 126 35), a m.ngfi fn Jc$s l]-ukc 2:l-7)
Today s Rladingr: Malehi n -4, 23-z! Lukc l:57-66

Ftiday, December 24
Pause to Rellect
ft s rmprin3 b rush dro4h chorar roday, doi$ final shop,
ping. deceari0g, and .ookli8. Thasc aodvnics bay darurally
consunc msr of rhc ddy. Bur build in rcnec.im rine roo. Sir
li diledcc by thu clhriutur fuo, Adrc {rcurh, or r eitr-
dou. Thidk shar Jcsus' Ircmmtion as a hunu bcing mcads
ro you. Hw i$ you lil| differcnt hccausc hc wa hom? Wh8l
*dld yd likc ro say ro Je.$ d Mary? Todayt Readinsr:
(Momin$ 2 SmEl Tl-5,3b-12,l4a, tqh*c ii67-69.

Saturday, Dec€mber 25
Christhas Day
Now, ar las, rhc prcprarioN m cirhq conpltud or ahd-
donod, rnd pe catr resir rhe happires of this day Be
aNncd b an rhe sals Chrhr conrinus ro bc boin in our
n'd5t. krhDr iL 3 drotrsh d child's @'!y, a trimd\ gii, rlE
b€diy or strwy cv68r*is, or our o*o jo, Ihonc .onedc
who tuy bc ill loncly, tr gioviDS rddiy b shs rhc I)cM
ol Chri{'N cohinB. Todayk Rcadine$ 0)ay) kaiah 5}7-l0i
Iteb,ws ll-C John l: I-18

E i"il"*-'h#H$lr*T jiijj:r#t,:i1i,I;1''01],1"f-.i'*1"f_;, : Wkm,


