UNDERSTANDING

IMMACULATE
( ONCEPTION

In Mary, the ordinary life of a human be-
ing was transformed by grace from the first
momenls of her existence. Mary played a cru-
cial role in salvation history, and sometimes
the various aspects of that role seem Lo over-
lap. For example, many people notice that the
Mass readings for the feast of the Immaculate
Conception (December 8) include Luke's
Gospel of the Annunciation. This reading tells
of Jesus® conception through the power of the
Holy Spirit, but is also seen as evidence of the
purity of Mary’s soul and the unity of her will
with the will of God. The Virgin Birth of Jesus
and the Immaculate Conception are clearly
related, but they are not the same event.

“The Immuaculate (_EHIL'L’JHHHH is the doctrine that Mary, conceived in
the normal way through an act of love by her mother and lather, was pre-
served from original sin and its effects from the first moment of her exist-
ence, This special grace was conferred on her through the grace ol God in
anticipation of the Redemption. This doctrine is celebrated on December 8.

il B IS p AN i

I ire Jin' Birtl1 came about because Jesus was conceived through the power
of the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35). The Annunciation of the Lord is celebrated
on March 25.

Mother H_f ljr?n'[ is Mary’s title because Jesus, the Second Person of the
Blessed Trinity, became fully human when, as we say in the Creed. “he was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of the Virgin Mary.”
We celebrate the Incarnation on Christmas and Mary’s motherhood eight
days later on January 1, the Feast of Mary, Mother of God.
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My SOUL MAGNIFIES the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has looked with favor

on the lowliness of his servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed:
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

His mercy is for those

who fear him from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts

of their hearts.

He has brought down the powerful

from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly:

he has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy.,

according to the promise he made to our ancestors,

to Abraham and to his descendants forever.
Luke | :46-35
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