
UNDERSTANDING

IITzImnCULATE
CONcTPTION

rn Mrry, thc oidin{rt lilc of a hunrm be-
ing wa ldstomed by grace from the fiiir
tronenll of her existence. Mary Playcd a fu
cill rcle in sllvlrion histoly, dd sonerines
nte v{ious usp4|\ of that ble seen ro over
lap. For eMmple, n{ny people nolice thnt the
Mr$ rcadings lbr lhe laas of tlre lmnraculatc
Concoprion (Dcccmbci 8) include Lukc's
Gospcl of rheAnndncixrion,This readinA rells
ofJesut conceprion through the Fwcr ol rhe
HolySpir[bulhahoseen ascvide.ceof rhe
pudty ofMary s sonl lnd lhe unitr orherwitl
with lbe will olcod. The Mryin Birth ol Jesus

d lhc Innnculatc Conccprion nre cleffly
Eldcd, bfl rhey are nor rhe samcevenr.

lht ltnn ttt dlt Co ctpliolr is thedoctrine rhltM!rr, coneivedin
rhe nomdl {dy ,mush an oil ol love by her noder ard ladEr, wrs pE
sefled liod olignrd sin lnd irs ctlhcB lion llE 6K moment of her exisr-
cnce. This spcci{l BFcc was confcrrcd an her thrclgh rhe gncc oi Cod in
a.licipnlioD of lhe Redenpion. This doct.ine is oelebrarcd on Decomb€r 8,
'ttir4iu 'Bu1h cure 

^bottb.cnns 
rcaus wrs comilcd rh'oush he powcr

ol rhe Holy Spi (Luke l:35). nE Annuncjarion olthe Lod is celcbnred

-] 01/r., o/ 9od k Maryt rhlc b4aue res$, !h€ s*ond P€6onorrhe
Blessed Trfiti hocme lully human whcn, as we s.y in rhe Crccd, "hc w$
conceived by lne power of the Holy Spnn dd was born of the v{gin Mdt
We celcbftte rhe lncanodon on Chrismas md Mdy\ moderh@d eight
ddys lal€ron January I, the Felstof Mory, Motherof Cod.



Matry,Morher of the Church
There When We Need Her

Je\us srt \4rr! tu rhe Church l|om nre o&$ rhen he 1ol.l J.hn dre
disciPle. _Behold 

lournrothcl {lohn l9:26-27). NIrry re$ present iI rhc
trru{r dD \virh rhc oihcr discll]lcs o. Pcn@coi. *hcr thc Chlrcb wr$
born (Acls I : I l- 14). Ov$ tlt .on10rius .fclrnridny. Mry htrs tEcn niughr
ovr lrr- ric finhtul *h.Iind i0 her strppon nr lheir osD liees oldiN.ifle
shp. As one \rltsd olr lilcoiiijih $urroreasy orrl'nplc, Ma,t n r dr
prDio. who c& nroq. us r pril, inoufnfii,in!

Mrry is r trlnderiuL exmrple of wnd l.pFns when oDeopco\ oneselr
rorhel iEn0dt l .wdotGod Lnhcr lNspokcntrodsrntheCorpeh. lv l i j ,v
dituc(ourrncntnrrroic$N.saling Do wlrd.v.rhcr.lls yor " Mlrf is not
J. . r ' r - .^ .1.  
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