
Second Sunday of Advent

Prayer for Godt Work in Us
Aood and sraciru cod,
8oD@ of all light lnd joy,
i! the !€giDing y@ 6eied uB to be

You nlkd u sith glae at our BaptiM,
calling u to lov€ anal kn@ ,@.
Ytu h€lped u to ilbc€rn whai i6 of value

and to seeko ou good in jDur light,

ContiDue !@r wdk in us, O Lord,
eo tlai we night be ren@d iD faitl
ed prepre tle way ofyour Son,
Ev€ry d!, Ldd, cdtinue yd. wo* in u,
3o that at lhe cming of ChrGt Jesus,
we can Blow forth ildgldynrydr name
ael be a Eign ofyou. p.osam on tbis €artll
W€ aBk tlid throuh tho sa@ Chrisi N

December 6, 2009
Discerning What Is of Value

During l]ieir long *ilc frcm rhc ldnd of lhoir oicestlrs. lhc
people of IsEcl hrd hop.s add dlems oI deUmn@. In rh.
ftid$ ol htu lanm! for th. dBrructjon olterusilcm. Bareh,
a $dbc for Jeremiah, pur *ods to rh6c hot6 ldd drcam,
sing lhe gldy ol6od in l$aelt rcrurn. In hk ftion, lhe
re$oEd h@l is .lorhed wirh splendr-a ftfl@rion of !h.
peae.ju$ico, and mercy ofcod. His vo-ds arc I wondoful
descdption ol rhe presnce oI cod b u and in rhe *odd.

As we noE dNr to Chdshasj n is gdod ro har Piolt
wods in rhe Sadd Reading and eranine hoy weu ve lE
di$ening shd is of value. Paul rctcNbrhePhiiippiais N
prirc6 in rho livi4 ol $e Gospel, and s aft wc Beusc

of thh, our lif. in Cnrin h mrkcd by our lavc and knwl,
.dg.olGod. B nw det b rhar lovc.trd krowled3!? In a
sapn of givinC ,nd MciviDg padt, ue nbht cdsidd
or Elrtimship ui$ nMri.l (hi4s. Wnd do w ned ro
hNc aound us? wtat cao re ler Ao ofl The Mrld tu tuU of
fal* claims o Nr dnq oui boney, md oD allegiec. In
those {4ks berorc Cb.fthas, have we fallen ido r on-
suo* bmtdny. kking in lfu rnd mc ofevaything idd
failing b ke whd God sdr of E ed whft G.d n4ds u3
b ber Advdr calb us to ftMber rhot ou Bap&m daim



This Week at Home
?}

Mondan Dec€mber 7

Sainr Ambms. wes fte firei, and pobobly rhc otrly, Bkhop
to be .lcccd by acclrim bcloF hs wd baprizd or hined in
thedrtsy. oic. h. @quiesed @ rhe requs., he ws imme-
diacly baptizcd and orddn.d aid hcgb a rife or derctcd
pEtrchirg ond !.rching. In today s pr$a8e fsn lsaidh
(35: l-10), God telk us thar tr prden *iU bloom in a dscn
dod rhat God vill conc {j$ h..liq g6c. for all. Siinr
Ambro€, and orber meo r.d sone! {ho rceh, bave
brcught rhh mcseg. of hop. ond jueice ro mrny tnntr3!-

Tuesday, December 8
Solemnity of the Immaculale ConceDrion
In rne dsys oiEad, w *iU bc rhirtidg, pr.yinx, inli siisins
obolr rh. bftadtaking trulh u'ar ou! 6od b.can. I hunm
bein& Jcsus Chftr, in oder b otu closd b us and ro $w
us lion sin. Todoy *e foc$ on Miry rh. moiner of JcsDs.
wc rhrnk Cod for sivins her a sp.cial gree: fom th.
monenr ol h.r erceprior in her tuhd\ Mmh she was
kcpt tec of dny sin. Mary mdd still hse ro choosc ro be
opd to Godh will. md haoily fd us, she did. God s special
g@. b Mrly insuFn thlt havin8 b.en choscn, shc would
be r very puE lnd tutirg pdson through which ro bring
J.strs iob thc wdld. Thants be ro Godl

Wednesdan Dec€nb€i 9
SaintJuan Diego
Sainr Juan Dielo (cinonized in 2002) ws thc M.iian
Indian {h6. ir lhe dxranth cdrury, .rperienc.n visions ol
tho viGin Mdy, Thcse led ro a Econcirialion b.rwen rhe
Indians atrd rhr spsniards and a lese infux or coNdts and
CalhDlic innigmnb nr Mdi6- ,ttr6di4 to le8end, Di.go
hjmsclf ms a cmvd b CaihoUcism, Al@r rhc lppemnces
or thc virgin, Jum Dicgo, sho was ! widowc( lircd ou! rhc

est ol his liic caring lo! Dilgrins in a hrmillgo nsr u'e
spot *heE Mary opp€aEn b him.

ahursday, December l0
Preparing
Durlng rh. four weeks of a&cnl, many paople put rp
Chrkroas da@tioN, Wc night ils /sp@ by rhinking
about whor w co0ld kt go ofss w aoricipare nft p@nt
tnd rc ftrlly n.en. w€ding ou a toy basker or r clorhe
dosd is r sood sbn. and sm people, insbrd of bnyin8
gifis, doMrc mn.y ro rhc livorite charities oI thc perplc oD
rhek list, Rower yo pEpm for rhc !c6on, allo* its spir-
irual lbundr@ ro ov*tadM ibe mardid.

F day, December ll
Saint Damasus I
The $riptuEs rodcy p6en. a picrurc fon tw poinrs ol
vicw. Ir haian (43:17-19), God dpr$* rhe dsiE to r@ch
his p€op,. whd h g@d a lad rhem m tbc righ porh, In
tnc Golpel (Mardev 1116-19), trsus qpEses fflshrion
lnlt noining &.m to pleis. tnc people, md they canrol s?.
th.3ift tnar is righ. in lrcni oi rhcm, Thc Advont s.Non
giv.s us tine ro 3e the sift of God riat is alMys in l6nr of
us rnd ro rdcw !h. ponhc b valt o Cod s path.

Satuday, December 12
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Our Lady of Cuad.lup€ lppea€n b JUD Diegp on lhc hjll
of Tcper"c md Meico City ,n 1531, The inDge sh. lrft d
Juan Di.go s cloak .hols ha we&ing a b€! thar i. r stn of
pEgnancy and a coN{haped inage, thought by somc !o
sydbdlize $e couoe Miny miracls aE artributed lo her,
and rodry tne cl@k bouiry hc! imagc con be found ar thd
Basilis al Our hdy of Gudalupe in M*im City. She i3

Ynffit,gvEuanu*


