
Feast of theHoly Fawtily
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Blessing for a Family
or Household

you blese.l Mary a l Joseph mth the
str€.st\ cNage, ed wtudon

to be p@nts fo. tDu Sm,
Tlnouch thm you na{te }our love knoM

They s@ th€ int of his teacheft
ofthe f.ifh and of the wa,t ofth. mrld
ThnuAh thd tou snapeil a holy feil,

GiE u6 the gtue io 6!ow ydr lN
to dcanothd and to th€ sodd.
Let ,I who m€ to ou tloo.
nnd velcme fM ih€i! trav€b,

anil ile joy of g@rl q@parJ.
w€ ask this tlmgl Chrtu[ Nr Lotd.

December
Family Life-Sacrament

h ihe baptilnal ritc lor infmb, de df the clotiry bl.singt
sals rh3r ih. lrlnd and ftotncr uill ba rhe hdt recches dl
rhcf child in rhe fairh and asks that riey bE Soon s ncss
ro rh. faith in whdt rhcy say atrd do lhc Church h6 loog
emgnied thdfafrili4 hare aprimmy 

'esponsibility 
in

ierchinc childm abour God md itr modelin! th. chnttian
lifc. when Leo xllt introduced rhe fea* in rhe lare nin+
@nth ccnt!ry he *anGd to rcmind Calholics rhat lamily
life sas sacred ond a sift of God, md he Mncd b poide
a ole nodel for hmilies to lhlloe.

Whilc wc kno* v.ry hilc lon scrjpttrt .bour lcsud
childhood, rhe Gospel rdday (L!kc 2:41 52) shas a no.ha

27,2009
of Godt rive and Care

and tr fathd tyinE to 6dd thc bdance bctween rllNjng
rhei. son to ualk the pdh b vhich hot callcd ald doing
wha.het feel lley dri b nisc hin wu. L $ri, rcsus
sho$ his dcwtio! & his nhsion and his db.diooe b hn
parcnb. Th6c @mmihdb cmrol dsay! 6t rogFrhd ca_
ily, bur tns familt \qk ro €sped rhm all. And Mert pdn_

dds everyrhiig in her hed, w.ni4 Paliendy f.! Gdd rd
ftv@l vhar he has in sh for the fmily md for her son
Today, d familid, E p,€y tu tne 3ftcc to gpw tedhtr r
our love of God. Wc lake insprm(ion and n€ngrh lrcn
le$t choic. ro bc borD ido a f.nily-! choic. vhich hag
nadc our fanily life r sramnt of Godt love and car'



Monday, D€cember 28
Feasr of rh€ Holy Innocetrts
h rodly3 Cospclf'di4 (M.dhsv 213-13), Motlhc-
dtu* i pahllel b.twcD Je$s aDd Mo
kil au oI rhe lirtle male ohildd .cho.s Phd6oh. ddff ro
kill the neubon Hcbrcv boy3 jn Exodus, wh.n loseph
!ak* J$us and Mary md n4s b Bgn{, h. tms JBua' lif.
as surely s Mm.sr notber 5N€d htu wh.n sbc put him h a
btuker ind nMGd hin dwi rhe Nil
the lulfillmom or.hc lau a.d rhc p6phc6, ind Mo[hcw
qDdc. rh. pbphcts Hoea and ,ftmiah to shw Lht lll thlt
{rs happening p6 tn k4pins * h tne pffiise

Tuesday, December 29
Thomas Becket
Thon.s Aec*.! was a rwelih-oenbry !rchbhhop of
canc'b!ry vho uphod rn. duthdity of rh. church 4rind
th. chdUc4cs of King H.nry of E gland, This lcd ro
Thomast manyrdom in 1170, Thc filsiBted ti4, lict ir
b.d, dponedly $id: Witl no onc rid n ol rhis troubl.'
rme pii6.? ' Four ldighb r@k thc vtrds as mydl €n-
nand, Cant{bury Carhedml, shft thms M3 nutdercd
and buri.d, becrm ! holy plae ofpilgrimag., Whlt holy
pla@ ould )ou vi.n duri4 lhis !6on?

Wednesday, December 30
Anm the Prophetess
Intoddy6Cosp.lddin8ilu*c2136,10),vnichdesodbes
.h. pr.scntation of lasus in the remplc, (he holy fanily
.n@u .N Anna. ! prcphet, who has sped her days fastirg
and glying iD thr temple for Dany ,eas. As sb. ses Jsus,
sh. pleldihs ihe Cmd News ofcod b ill !*ho w look-
iry for tbc Edemtrion of trrusoleml li is hclplul ro e'lM-
b.r rhnr cod dG no! al*oy! *d* u ou! nreloble. Atrra's
*mplc of patied waiting i. . g@d on. for ns b folls.

Thursday, D€cenber 3l
Saint Sylvester
Pop. sylsr* t lcd th. church in dr eady founh .entnry
and iook p0!r in th. debatca ibout .hs dual Daruft of J.sus
Christ (fully hman and tuUy divirc). Totuy wc cin Enar
on tb. bcginning ol lne Gospd &cording @ Iohn, thicb
sploirs pootiddlly of Chri*h divin. narurci ln rhe b.gin-
ning was rhc Wotd !!d rhc word was Bith Cod ond the

Friday, January t
Solemnity of Marx Mother of God
Md of rne i* 3dies a6ou. Mary in tne cospcl @ rold i!
Lu*e! op{ins db'p6. h rodiyt radi4, Lut 216-21
r. l.!rn thar.fl.r haring rho sh.pheds dcscribc how
mgols hld $nodced b rhefr the binh ofdr child, Miry
lre$trred rll rhesc sords and pondercd lten in hct
b.!n, , , ," ftndsing qls thr de! spiriruil wdk of lhis
holy uomar of God. Bd.ly 14, Mdry gNc hs !$e b
God's pldn, dot knNing {h.E ir wuld Lq*e hd bd vnn
*hot joy md so'@ sho wuld $e th. binh ol hcr @ tnd
his ctuel dealh. Bd rhe Woid of Cod md $e mr& of.th'
cis helpcd her Cw in uid6slandin& nd s she kcpt 0r.n
u il i]lo glory of her son should bE fully dsled,

saturday, January 2
Saint Basil the Great
and Saint Gr€sorv Nazianzen
srint Basil, 329-37i s L\e Bishop orcesdcs (in mod_
cn ltrk.y), a founder of non.s.icism in his fgion, an
odwdte for th. paq and r tirel.ss deiender of rhc faith
agains hercsies of rhal em. Sainl GEgory of Nazianzus
(325-339) bccamr Basil s 6iend dnrin8 thcir dud.tl &ys
CEgory l.ft trBy deep md thugldnl tntingt and he *4
an effcctiw dddidistah As Bhhop, h. holp.d ro Fsde
tnc Odhddox fai.h in Con$anrinoplo

%ffitattqgaaora
i3@ ! a b !!F{dbi.cDdn trr. 'rd


